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MUSIC for ALL!

¸WORK AS A TEAM,   COMMUNICATE

I̧solated teachers are BAD for students!
¸ ADVOCATE for RESOURCES,  materials,  

adapt equipment,  time for prep and to meet

¸ Use Chants 

¸ Use props

¸ Use visuals 



Student Information Form

Specialists can receive this form for every student who has an IEP:

Á Strengths of the student.    

ÁWeaknesses/limitations.

Á IEP objectives.

ÁUseful strategies .

ALSO helpful would be specialists names to 
contact for adaptive tools, behavioral 
support, etc.





Adaptation and Accommodation

Adapting instruction to meet student needs.

¸Modification changes the standard of 

participation or the extent of what an 

assignment or test measures.

¸ Accommodation allows the student to 

complete the same activityés/he is offered a 

change in formatting, setting, amount of time 

needed or type of response.



The National Education Association 
advocates for the following:

¸ A full continuum of placement options and services.

¸ Appropriate professional development for all 

stakeholders.

¸ Adequate time to engage in coordinated and 

collaborative planning on behalf of all students.

¸ Class sizes that are responsive to student needs.

¸ Staff and technical assistance for specific student 

and teacher needs.



Define: MUSIC EDUCATION

Instruction of basic music literacy in five  

areas of music experience:  

¸ playing instruments

¸ singing 

¸ moving to music

¸ listening to music

¸ creating music



Define: ADAPTIVE MUSIC EDUCATION

Music education in modified 

format  to meet state prescribed 

essential elements in the area of 

music literacy for the student 

with learning challenges.



Challenges for the Music Educator

¸ Levels of functioning extremely varied with 
inadequate choices of placements.

¸ Age-appropriate ïwhich philosophy?

¸ Anxiety of the students, behavior issues.

¸Not enough time to communicate with the 
special ed teacher and the  IEP team.

¸No training and no additional money or time 
for adaptative tools/materials.  No time.

¸ Paraprofessionals whose skills, awareness 
and/or  motivation are  lacking.



DEFINE: MUSIC THERAPY

¸Prescribed use of music by a qualified 
Board Certified Music Therapist;

¸Of the relationship that develops through 
shared musical experiences;

¸To assist or motivate;

¸To achieve non-musical goals;

¸Based on an assessment and a 
treatment plan. Progress is documented.
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Why music as a therapy?

Research supports connections between: 

¸Rhythm and motor behavior

¸Memory and song

¸ Speech and singing 

¸ Preferred music and enhanced mood

¸More easily absorb skills taught through 

music because it augments bi-lateral brain 

processes





Neurological Music Therapy

¸ Rhythm can retrain motor, speech and cognitive 
functions.  

¸ It is not a learning experience ïitôs an immediately 
physiological effect.

¸ Dr. Michael Thaut The Center for Biomedical 
Research in Music: www.colostate.edu/depts/cbrm

http://www.colostate.edu/depts/cbrm


OBJECTIVES FOR THE LOW 
FUNCTIONING STUDENT  (1)

¸Turning head in the direction of a 

sound source

¸Holding an instrument correctly

¸Playing an instrument appropriately                                      

¸Stopping and starting on cue

¸Giving a cue for ñmoreò of an 

activity 



OBJECTIVES FOR THE LOW 
FUNCTIONING STUDENT (2)

¸ Pointing  (to answer a question or to choose 

between two objects. icons or visuals)

¸ Singing/saying specific words on cue                                

¸ Imitating movement or sound

¸ Exercising choices                

¸ Putting materials away

¸ SMILES  

¸ RELAXTION  

¸ ATTENTION TO TASK



Body Awareness and Motor Skills

I̧dentify body parts

M̧otor control starts with 
stopping on cue

M̧arching  

Çues provided in the lyrics

Çues provided in chants



Listening Activities

¸www.findsounds.net

¸Have picture choices ïwhich one do your 

hear?

¸ Everyone can be holding a picture.  Hold 

yours up and show the group when we hear 

what youôve got.

http://www.findsounds.net/


Think Tactile

Look around for interesting textures.

Beware of tactile defensiveness. 

Latex/balloons can be overstimulating for some 

and rejected by some.



Preparing for a Dragon Boat event in Taiwan



INSTRUMENTS ïDevelopmental Goals (1)

¸ Allow cause and effect, I blow here and hereôs where 

the sound comes out.

¸ Tactile Stimulation ïmotivate the child to experience 

new sensations.

¸ Bi-lateral coordination ïtwo hands, crossing the 

midline, use the right amount of force.







INSTRUMENTS ïDevelopmental Goals (2)

¸ Allow for non-verbal communication

¸ Problem Solving: Raintube, clatterpillar, vibraslap

¸ Bass bars: For the hard of hearing, speech patterns

¸ Whistles, Recorders:  For breath control, asthma








